aptist World Mission
expects all of our
applicants to have
a testimony of salvation,
a vibrant walk with God,
a track record of soul-
winning and discipleship,
and a missionary call to
church planting. What is a
call? Why is it necessary?

Throughout the Bible, God calls men and
women to serve Him in particular ways.
God called Abram to leave his country and
go “unto a land that | will shew thee" in
Genesis 12:1. God called Moses to be a
missionary (“sent one") and declare His
message of deliverance to Pharaoh (Exodus
3:1-10). God called Joshua to lead “this
people” into the promised land. What do
these and other examples like Gideon,
David, and Jeremiah all have in common?
God called all of these ministers to serve
Him among designated people and places.

In the New Testament, God called His
apostles (“sent ones") to leave their
families and vocations to follow Him and
His purpose for them (Matthew 4:18-22;
9:9; 10:1-42). The most relevant examples
of a modern missionary call are those of
Paul and his missionary teams in Acts 13
and 16. In Acts 13:1-3, the Bible names
five men actively ministering in the church
in Antioch. Of those already serving, God
called Barnabas and Saul to be missionaries.
In Acts 16, Paul began his second term with
a new church-planting team. Paul intended
and even tried to take the Gospel to Asia.
However, God had other plans. God “called
these missionaries to a specific place (“into
Macedonia" vs. 10) and to a particular
people (“unto them" vs. 10).

"

Since we do not believe that God still
gives special revelation through visions
and voices from heaven, how does God

call people to missionary service today? |
believe there are three essential elements
to God's missionary call.

Compulsion. The qualifications for pastors
and deacons are listed in 1 Timothy 3.

The entire list is contingent on the man's
“desire" for the office. This is not a flippant
preferential desire, but rather a God-given,
irresistible, overriding compulsion to serve
the Lord in ordained ministry.

As a teen, | struggled with an
overwhelming compulsion that God
wanted me to preach. | am an introvert by
nature, and was painfully shy as a youth.
After reading Psalm 37:4 one day, | asked
my youth pastor, “When the Bible states,
‘Delight thyself also in the Lord; and he
shall give thee the desires of thine heart’
does this word ‘give’ mean that God will
implant specific desires into the hearts

of those who delight in Him, or that the
Lord will fulfill the personal desires of the
believer who delights in God?" My youth
pastor wisely answered, “Yes." While a
desire to serve the Lord as a missionary
does not equate to a divine call, an
inescapable “desire” or compulsion is the
first essential element of a missionary call.

Character. The list in 1 Timothy 3 also
includes phrases such as “apt to teach” (3:2)
and “first be proved"” (3:10). Before God
calls a believer to a work or ministry, that
believer must not only be morally qualified
but also demonstrate the aptitude for the
ministry. Of course, the minister is dependent
on the grace and filling of the Spirit—not on
his talents, experiences, and credentials. As
mentioned above, Paul was already actively
involved in evangelism and discipleship
when God called him and Barnabas to be
missionaries (Acts 13) and when God called
Paul and his team to Macedonia (Acts 16).
These instances teach that God does not call
the willing-hearted and credentialed to serve;
He calls and enables those who are already
obediently serving.

Confirmation. While the compulsion and
the character to be a missionary are both

Baptist World
Mission

necessary to a missionary call, confirmation
from Scripture and confirmation from the
sending church are also essential.

| was actively involved in summer camp
ministry when God used a sermon

on Matthew 28:18-20 to confirm His
missionary call to me. God used the reading
of Luke 1:79 during my private devotions
and the quoting of Acts 16:9 by a national
pastor to confirm God's calling to Cameroon.

Even before we were married, Becca and

| were convinced by our desires, God's
enabling aptitude, and the Scriptures.
However, we still knew we needed the
confirmation of our sending church. We led
our church missions program, established
a young adult Sunday school class, and
taught in our sending church’s Christian
school. After some years of proving

(1 Timothy 3:10), our sending church
confirmed God's missionary call in our lives
and sent us as missionaries with Baptist
World Mission to Africa (Acts 13:1-4).

The God-given compulsion, the God-
enabled character, and the Spirit-led
confirmation from His Word and His local
church are all indispensable elements of a
missionary call. Yes, Baptist World Mission
requires a missionary call for all our
missionaries. Yes, we believe it is essential.
Our missionary manual states,

Every missionary should be certain
that God has called them to
missionary work. The confidence of
that call will keep you going in times
of discouragement. It will strengthen
you when problems arise, either

on the road or on the field. Both
husband and wife must be committed
to the task before them.

The world, the flesh, and
the devil will try to use
every means to devour the

Continued on page 4

BY BEN SINCLAIR
Executive Director




Hung and Priscilla Kim
Myanmar

30th Anniversary and Building Dedication

Praise the Lord for His enduring mercies over the Bible school for

the past 30 years! Unlike most of the schools in America, we have
only about 400 graduates so far. However, most of the graduates
are faithfully serving the Lord in different parts of Myanmar. Several
Bible-believing churches have been planted by our graduates. Thank
you so much for partnering with us.

John and Beth Briley
Uruguay

his past spring, we were staying in a missions apartment
in Indianapolis on the same property as a cemetery. One

day, we decided to take a walk. Nothing will make you
think about eternity quite like a stroll
through a cemetery. There was even
a section in the cemetery for infant
graves. As we walked and talked,
Judah (our second child) began to
show very clear signs of conviction.

“Did all these people go to Heaven?
I'm not going to Heaven because I'm
not saved yet. | wish | could just get
saved now. Why do | have to wait?"

Long story short, the photo to the
right is Judah kneeling at a bench at

We combined our 30 anniversary with the building dedication.
Starting from our initial fundraising for the project, it took

us nine years to complete it. Many of you prayed for and
contributed to the project. In spite of encountering many
hurdles (Covid-19 and the coup in 2021), the Lord enabled us to
complete it in May of 2025! Words are not sufficient to express
our gratitude to you for your prayers and contributions.

Keng Tung Missions Trip

During August, a deacon from our church and | visited our
church planter in Keng Tung. The church was started in April of
2024, and the Lord has allowed it to grow over the past year.
Back in July, Pastor Sai and a pastor friend preached the Gospel
at an Enn village. Many of the villagers got saved, including

the witch doctor and the chief, resulting in the entire village
wanting to become Christians. When the underground group
that controlled the area heard about the news, 20 armed men
came and confronted Pastor Sai and his friend, warning them
that they would be shot if they ever set foot again in this village!
So, they came up with an ingenious way to reach the villagers
by inviting them to come to where they live and attend a 40-day
discipleship training. Many of them came to the training. | was
privileged to teach on the topic of “Living by Faith” to these
newly saved! Most of them are illiterate, and yet their thirst and
hunger for the Word of God is admirable!

Bago Missions Trip

During October, we visited our church planter in Bago. Pastor
Har Thang and his family

have been there since 2017.
Bago has been a stronghold

of Buddhism. Praise the Lord,
three families regularly come to
church on Sundays. We went
there to encourage the believers
and evangelize the newcomers.
| did a seminar on the blood of
Jesus. At the end of the day,
three people showed interest in
knowing more about the Lord,;
one of them accepted Christ as
her Savior.

Colonial Hills Baptist Church, praying, repenting of his sin, and
believing in Jesus for salvation. HALLELUJAH! No words. Just no
words for how happy and thankful we are about Judah's faith.
BUT WAIT, THERE'S MORE!!!

Two weeks later, we were at our home church in Fort Dodge,
lowa. When | went to pick Levi up from class, two children’s
workers (thank you, Brett and Abigail!) let me know that Levi
had raised his hand for salvation during the invitation time

of junior church. That afternoon, Beth and | sat down with
Levi and went through the Gospel with him again, asking
probing questions to make
sure he understood (we'd done
this many times before). After
hearing his answers and his
sincere heart, Beth and | were
convinced. Levi bowed his head
and trusted Christ!

They were both baptized on
Easter Sunday, 2025.



Daniel and Sarah

Jenkins
Nova Scotia, Canada

to battle Leukemia. Since June of this year, our family has

had to make a lot of adjustments to life and ministry. It has
not been an easy road for us, but as we work through the changes
and limitations, we remain committed to the Lord, each other, and
the place in which God has called us to serve Him. We have spent
many days and weeks the past few months at the IWK Hospital in
Halifax and at the Ronald McDonald House across the street from
the hospital. Since we live about an hour from the hospital where
Emmett receives chemo treatments, we have spent a number of
hours on the road going back and forth.

Thank you all for praying for our son Emmett as he continues

In September, Emmett was sick with pneumonia and
admitted to the hospital in Halifax for 10 days. That same
month, he had to be admitted for 8 days while he was
undergoing his “Blin" backpack IV treatment, while they
were monitoring him as he began that new medication.
During September, we made the decision for our family to
stay together at the Ronald McDonald House most of the
month to be close to the hospital while Emmett was going
through that rough patch in his treatment.
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October was much smoother, as we were able to be home most
of the time while still traveling to the hospital twice a week for
treatments. Despite the stress and adjustments we have endured
along the way, we are renewed with the thought that our
strength comes from the Lord (Psalm 121:1-2).

Many people have reached out to encourage us and help us
through this time, and we are so grateful for the many friends
and loved ones who have helped us bear these burdens. We
have found some really sweet times to draw together as a family
and learn from our God the things He has intended to teach us
through this trial. God has been teaching us to patiently wait and
trust God's sovereign will for us as we focus on taking care of our
family's needs at this time.

Since October, our family has enjoyed being back home in Truro.
Emerson began first grade this year, and Easton (13 months

old) is learning to walk and get into everything! We love our
boys and are so thankful for the blessing they are to our family.
Raising children is not for the faint of heart...especially raising

a bunch of competitive boys...but God reminds Sarah and me
that this is a stewardship responsibility to raise them up “in the
nurture and admonition of the Lord" (Eph. 6:4).

Pray with us that God will strengthen us and help us be the
parents that we need to be so that our boys will grow up to be
who God wants them to be for His glory. Please also continue to
pray for Emmett as he continues to make encouraging progress
through his treatments.

Norm
and Mary

Brewer
Albania

Mary's News

y heart is overflowing with gratitude for all the Lord
Mhas done in these past few weeks. While at a camp in

Greece, during a tour of the stunning Great Meteora
Monastery, | had an unexpected accident. | stepped on a loose
brick while tossing trash before lunch, twisted my ankle, and
immediately heard a snap. The pain was intense, and | feared it
was broken.

As | lay there in agony, trying not to pass out or be sick, my dear
group surrounded me with love, water, encouragement, and
care. It was a scary moment, but | never felt alone.

By God's provision, a group of Israeli doctors nearby offered
to examine my ankle, brought a first aid kit, and carefully
wrapped it. They advised us to go immediately to the ER
for an X-ray.

Thanks to Olivia Beers, our skilled navigator, we found the
hospital. The X-ray confirmed that | had fractured my ankle
and would need to wear a boot for 4-6 weeks. Another divine
moment was when Will Beers connected with an Albanian
man in the waiting room, who became our translator when
communicating with the Greek receptionist.

A kind hospital guard, who kept saying “I love you" in limited
English, went out of her way to help—walking us across the
street and assisting with ordering my orthopedic boot. | was also
prescribed daily injections for the next month (ouch!).

By the time we returned to the villa around 8 p.m., a hot meal of
chili and cornbread was waiting for us. Eli carried me carefully up
and down the stairs with love and compassion.

This was not the day I'd planned, nor a souvenir | wanted
to bring home, but in every moment, | saw the fingerprints
of God. He placed the right people at the right times and
showed His love through friends, strangers, doctors, and

a thoughtful security guard, reminding me that kindness
transcends language barriers.

Romans 8:28 says, “And we know that all things work together
for good to them that love God, to them who are called according
to his purpose.” That verse has never felt truer than now.

Even in pain, with a fractured ankle, | am filled with praise. God
is good, and He truly uses everything for our good and His glory.



Todd Henricks

We are excited to welcome Todd Henricks as one of our newest
missionaries. The Lord has called Todd to minister in Tajikistan.
Todd was reared in a Christian home and came to know Christ at
a young age. During his first year at Baptist College of Ministry, he
felt God's call to full-time missions, and the Lord began to burden
his heart for the Persian-speaking world. Over the past several
years, Todd has had the opportunity to participate in multiple
mission trips to Africa, Tajikistan, and Turkey, and partner with his
sending church in reaching the Rohingya people of Milwaukee.
After Todd completed his Master of Arts in Bible Translation in May,
he began preparing to join Baptist World Mission. Todd is sent out
of Falls Baptist Church in Menomonee Falls, Wisconsin. If you are
interested in scheduling a meeting with Todd, please reach out to
him at thenricks@baptistworldmission.org.

Marie Nichols

Please join us in welcoming Marie Nichols to the Baptist World
Mission family! God has prepared Marie well for the task He has
for her in Ghana. After ministering as a Christian school teacher
at Licking County Christian School in Heath, Ohio, for almost

40 years, Marie sensed God directing her into missions. Marie is
completing the final steps toward earning her Doctorate in Music
Education and is stepping out in faith to follow the Lord. Marie
has a burden to partner with a missionary couple in Ghana using

her musical abilities to reach children and young adults for Christ.
Marie is sent out of Newark Baptist Temple in Heath, Ohio. If you
are interested in hearing more of Marie's burden for Ghana, you
can reach her at mnichols@baptistworldmission.org.

What is a Missionary Call? continued from page 1

missionary and his family (1 Peter 5:8). Unless
a missionary is absolutely convinced of God's
call, they will eventually shift their focus from
confident faith in Him, His calling, and His
commission to personal feelings of inadequacy,
fear, and homesickness.
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We daily pray the Lord of the harvest to
revive this generation to delight in the Lord
and seek Him with all their hearts, so that
He might call and send forth a tidal wave of
missionaries to glorify Him to the uttermost
parts of the earth.

E! Baptist World

Mission

Schedule an
administrator or
director at your
churchl

BWM administrators and
directors offer a wonderful
blend of passionate
preaching and current field
experiences. Please contact
BWM if you would like to
schedule any of these men
for your next conference.

Call 256.353.2221

ITINERARIES

To view their latest
itineraries, please visit
https://www
.baptistworldmission.org
take-action/upcoming
events/

FOLLOW BWM
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