hen you were

a child, can

you remember
being asked, “What do
you want to be when you
grow up?’ When I was in
kindergarten, I wanted to be
a cowboy. In grade school, I
wanted to be a professional
athlete. In middle school,
[ started my own lawn
mowing business. The
first year, [ borrowed my
parents’ lawnmower and
cut the lawns of nearby
neighbors. I quickly made
enough money to buy my
own equipment. By age 16,
[ had enough money to buy
my own vehicle and began
expanding my business
"empire.”
In high school, as my pride and bank
account swelled, | read an article about a
teenager who owned a lawn care business.
While still in high school, he had two
crews working for him and was making
tens of thousands of dollars a year. If you
had asked me that day, “What do you
want to be when you grow up?" | would

have told you, "l want to follow this guy's
example and become a millionaire by 30."

Thankfully, when | was 19, something
happened that changed my life entirely.
| was attending a summer camp service
when the speaker preached a simple

message from Matthew 28:18-20. I'm
embarrassed to admit that even though

| was raised in a Christian home with

a Christian education, it was under the
exposition of that passage that evening
when | first realized the Great Commission
is an imperative for every child of God. |
recognized that my plans and ambitions
were irrelevant. God has made His will
and mission plain for all to know and read.
No matter who we are, God wants all His
children to be involved in making disciples
of all nations!

The realization of God's will, through the
preaching of God's Word, impressed on

me the personal calling of God to go and
serve in a foreign “nation” of unreached

or underreached souls. | went forward that
evening and surrendered to be a missionary.

Let me clarify that | am not suggesting
that every Christian is called to be a
foreign missionary. However, the Bible
does command us all to “go," all to
“make disciples,” and all to participate

in obediently reaching “all nations,"”

even unto the “end of the world.” This is
God's will and program today. Based on
the best statistics | can find, fewer than
1% of “active church-going Christians"
enter vocational ministry. Around 10%

of those in vocational ministry serve in
foreign missions. So, while | do not believe
1,000 out of 1,000 Christian young people
should grow up to be foreign missionaries,
| do believe that God desires far more
than 1 out of 1,000. Someone is not
obeying! Our churches are not successfully
obeying the global mandate of the Great
Commission to make disciples of “all
nations” when nearly half the world has
yet to hear a simple presentation of the
Gospel, and when only perhaps one-tenth
of one percent of active, church-going
American Christians are surrendering to
become missionaries.
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The answer to this dilemma of
disobedience is far more complicated
than a 900-word article can fully explore.
However, what if we began asking our
children, “What does God want you to be
when you grow up?” or “Do you know
where God wants you to go and make
disciples yet?" rather than the culturally
common question, “What do you want
to be when you grow up?" What if our
child-training default began with a global
expectation for our children, rather than
assuming most children will stay in the
U.S., so we don't need to plan for or train
foreign missionaries?

| recently listened to an archived online
sermon preached by the late BWM field
administrator, Ron Brooks. The message
was titled, “How to know the will of
God?" In the message, Dr. Brooks stated,

The command of God is to go. A
lot of people seem to be wrestling
with the idea, “What am | going to
do with my life?" But the highest
Authority of all authority has said,
“Go." ... Many Christians have
this idea, “Well, if God calls me,
I'll go." Let me just change your
thinking about that. Since God's
command is to go, I'm going, but
I'm willing to stay.

Dr. Brooks went on to exhort,

The first mistake many Christians
make in discerning the will of God
is this. They try to tell God how
they ought to serve Him, instead
of allowing God to direct them.
They begin to tell God.
Use me in my area of

Continued on page 4
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Another
Chapter in
His-Story
Cameroon

Over the past 25 years, | have
written about 145 prayer letters most
during our 22 years as missionaries
to Cameroon. Sometimes we would
mention someone getting saved or
needing to be saved, and a prayer
warrior would reach out to us a year
or two later and request an update.
The following testimony is an update of the next chapter in God's
ongoing work in Cameroon.

F\" .

B
__'s, graduation from
imothy Bible Institute

ih Yaoundé

Around 2008, an evangelistic team from the young church-plant
in Bamenda traveled to the remote village of B (no
electricity, no plumbing, mud-block houses, etc.). As a result of
that trip, a young man named A___ believed in the Lord Jesus.

| had the privilege of baptizing him during one of our monthly
follow-up visits. The group of believers grew, and the Faith
Baptist Church of B was established. Most of A___'s
family trusted in Christ. Even the chief of the clan made a
profession of faith and was baptized.

A man in the church donated a piece of land, and these young
believers built a mud-block church building with their own hands.
A___ grew up and moved to our city to finish his high school
education. He joined our church in Bamenda and enrolled in our
Bible institute. We are thankful for his years of growing and serving
at the Faith Baptist Church in Bamenda.

B was hit hard during the ongoing civil war in Cameroon. Many
buildings and homes were burned, and most of the residents fled from
the area. The overgrown church building in B survives, but
nearly all the people evacuated, and the church house was locked. A___

Robinson and Selam

Gresseau
Haiti

s we enter this New Year, our earnest expectation is
that Christ may come in the year 2026. While we are

waiting and watching, let us have a true burden for
lost souls who are on their way to hell. “If | had my choice,
I wouldn't send you to school; I'd send you to hell for five
minutes, and you'd come back a real soul winner."— William
Booth. “The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life; and he that
winneth souls is wise."”

We are continuing to work with the Haitian people in Delaware.
In the past couple of months, the Lord allowed us to see six
Haitians come to the knowledge of salvation. There are three of
them | am working with on getting baptized, but they said they
are not ready yet.

The hardest problem we have with Haitian people is getting
them baptized after salvation. Some of them were baptized

moved to Yaoundé to attend and graduate from the Timothy Bible
Institute. After his first degree, he was invited by BWM missionaries
to attend the West Africa Bible College in Wa, Ghana.

Lord willing, A___ will graduate this May and is courting a
Cameroonian pastor's godly young daughter. He sent me the
following message today.

Upon the completion of my studies in Ghana, | plan to
return home. My desire is to revive the church in B .
which is the capital of the E clan. | will then move to
other villages with the believers from the B church
to plant more churches that will be obedient to the Great
Commission. | desire to see all the Es clan hear the
Good News and receive the Lord Jesus Christ.

| also plan to start a Bible school to train leaders for the
churches that will be planted. I look forward to starting

a summer camp with the goal of winning both young
people and adults to Christ and to inspire many to accept
God's call to the ministry. The E people are a ripe
harvest, and I'm trusting the Lord to strengthen me and
provide for my needs.

As you can imagine, we are very proud of A___. His testimony
represents what God can do anywhere through laborers who
are obedient in going, faithful in preaching, and committed

to making disciples who make disciples. Pray the Lord of

the harvest to send forth more laborers to Cameroon and

the uttermost parts of the earth. Pray for faithful BWM
missionaries serving around the world today, witnessing and
discipling future
servant-leaders who
will continue the Great
Commission mandate
in their corner of the
harvest field into the
next chapter of His-
Story.

—aBen Sinclair

before they were saved. Their baptism was a good work in order
to get to heaven, or they thought water baptism could wash
away sins. When you show from the Bible that water baptism
has nothing to do with going to heaven but is rather a picture or
symbol of the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, it

is hard for them to receive the Gospel because they've been to
so-called churches that don't preach the Word of God to them.
Therefore, | would like to ask you to pray for these Haitians
(Esther, Carlens, Yolande, and Kayla) with whom we shared

the Gospel and are working with to get baptized. Our prayer is
that God can open
their eyes to see
and understand
the truth. For all

of 2025, the Lord
allowed us to see
over 43 salvations
and 12 baptisms.
Our prayer is to see
more souls come to
the knowledge of
the Gospel of Jesus
Christ.




Dan and Dee Kowach
South Korea

aroling in the Park was a bit different this year. The
Laundry Park, where we have gone in years past, started

a Christmas festival in 2024. This created a problem
this year, as we tried to compete with the sound system that
blasted music over the loudspeakers. Both of us have very
weak voices, so we decided to go to the park and pass out the
packets with tracts, candy canes, and the Candy Cane Story. We
arrived and began passing out the packets. People were very
receptive, especially when they saw the candy canes! Then an
official from the Christmas festival informed us that we were
not allowed to distribute our information on the park grounds
because there were paid vendors, and we had not paid to be
there. Fair enough. We informed everyone and began heading
to the exit. But as we walked, people continued coming up and
asking for a packet.
We obliged them,
and by the time we
left the park, all our
packets had been
distributed! Please
pray for the ground
to be plowed, the
seeds to be planted
or watered, and for
souls to be saved.

Mark and Denise Nelsen

France

ast spring, God blessed us through the baptism of a middle-
Laged man, E. Over the past several months, E. has shown
tremendous spiritual growth and recently expressed a
desire to study the Bible in a more profound manner. Then, he
rather shocked us with the following statement: “As | look at the

condition of Christianity in France, | find myself rather embarrassed.

The fact that you had to come from America to help us means that
there are simply not enough French pastors. | am really starting

to wonder if God would want me to become a pastor.” After |
picked myself off the floor... I said, “E., that is wonderful what you
just said. Let's pursue this idea.” This guy is a constant source of
joy and sometimes humor. Recently, | mentioned that | struggle
with the speed limit. He looked at me and said, “So you are saying
that sometimes you speed while driving your car?" To which |
said, “Yeah, of course | do" (thinking he would understand that
we all struggle with certain things). He looked me right in the
eyes and said, “Mark, that's not very Christian, is it?" To which |
responded, “Yes, you are
right." It's so humbling
to have a new Christian
chop you down a notch.
But also, probably, pretty
important—at least it was
for me. Please pray for E.
as he continues to grow in
Christ, and also pray for
his future plans.

Nathan and Kristin Childs
South Africa

e have taken several opportunities to reach out to
Wour neighbors by inviting them to our home to get

acquainted. To date, three of our neighbors have
visited us. We intend to invite others soon. We also baked and
prepared plates of Christmas cookies for six neighbors with
whom we have been able to establish relationships. Please pray
for future opportunities to share Christ. One of the neighbors
who visited is a believer and, at one time, served as a deacon at
his local Baptist church. We had a wonderful time of fellowship
with Wilfred and Janice!

I want to thank you for praying for Paul recently. Paul is a
coworker with Cedric, a deacon at Calvary. They work in
different departments but have contact with one another.
Cedric sent me Paul's phone number and asked me to reach out
to him because Paul lives in Silversands. | sent him a message
on December 11, introducing myself, informing him of our
desire to plant a church in his community, and offering a Bible
study on having a relationship with God. He responded, asking
for more information on the Bible study.

To make a long story short, we arranged to meet together for
the first time on December 31. The lesson went well, but was
challenging in several ways. We met two more times, continuing
to study the Gospel. | requested prayer following our third
meeting, expressing that Paul was struggling to accept the truths
personally. He was very dependent upon his good behavior. |
met with Paul on Friday, January 23, to continue our discussion.
Our lesson was, again, not without challenges, but the Lord
worked. We studied that the gracious gift of God (salvation)
must be received by faith, not works. At one point, Paul
expressed wonder that Jesus would die in our place, taking our
sin and giving us His righteousness in return. He said, “One day,
| want to ask Him why He would do all that.”

As we were winding down the conversation, Paul told me

that he was repenting and turning to Jesus. | asked him a few
clarifying questions. He affirmed that he was trusting Jesus
alone for salvation and declared that he would be in heaven

if he died at that moment. There were a few things that we
had to discuss to clarify the truth in his mind, but based on his
testimony, | believe that Paul trusted Christ that day. Thank you
again for praying! To God be the glory!

Thank you for your faithful prayers for us!




fter much prayer and
wise counsel, Don and Jill
Vanderhoof have officially

announced their plan to retire
from missionary service, effective
March 2026. They believe the
Lord is leading them to transition
from their ministry in Germany
to focus on caring for their aging
parents. We have witnessed their
faithful service to Christ over the
years and deeply respect their
sincere walk with the Lord. We
rejoice with them as they follow

God's guidance into this new chapter of life and ministry.

E! Baptist World
Mission

Schedule an
administrator or
director at your
church!

BWM administrators and
directors offer a wonderful
blend of passionate
preaching and current field
experiences. Please contact
BWM if you would like to
schedule any of these men
for your next conference.

Don and Jill were appointed with Baptist World Mission in 1990 and have faithfully Call 256.353.2221
served the Lord in Germany, ministering in the cities of Nideggen and Landstuhl.
We are grateful to the Lord for their faithful testimony and witness throughout their

35-plus years of service with BWM.

Thank you for your love, prayers, and financial support for the Vanderhoofs over the
years. We have appreciated their sweet, godly, and devoted spirit, and we trust that

God has a special plan for them as they move forward with Him. Please continue to

pray for them during this season of change.

What Do You Want to Be?

ITINERARIES

To view their latest
itineraries, please visit
https://www
.baptistworldmission.org
take-action/upcoming
events/

Continued from page 1

strength. Now, God may choose to do
that, but He may also not choose to
do that.

The choice must be His! I'm deeply burdened
that we are training another generation to
do what they want, while ignoring the clear
mandate of God. May | say in love that
what you want to be when you grow up is
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irrelevant in the light of God's clear revelation.
Have you chosen to stay and be what you
want to be, or can you remember a time in

your life when you surrendered “the choice” FOLLOW BWM
of location and vocation to the Lord? Dear

reader, have you surrendered all to Him with -
the promise that you will seek His will in His O

Word for His choice to decide what you will
be when you grow up?
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