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GIVE ITALY A CHANCE

taly is experiencing the

greatest time for Baptist

church planting since
its golden era (1872-1922).
George Boardman Taylor,
former pastor of the First
Baptist Church in Staunton,
Virginia, was appointed by
the Foreign Mission Board
(FMB) to oversee the Baptist
mission in Italy in 1873.

His father, James B. Taylor, served as the
chief executive officer of the FMB until

his death in 1871. Aided by General
Giuseppe Garibaldi, Italy's new king, Victor
Emmanuel Il, unified the entire “boot"
under one flag in 1871. The new Italian
constitutional monarchy established state
education and granted civil liberties that
contributed to an extraordinary expansion
of the Gospel. For the first time in
centuries, the Bible was freely preached on
the Italian peninsula.

After 25 years of ministry in Italy, George
Boardman Taylor reported on 24 Baptist
churches started. By 1922, Peter Chiminelli
wrote in The Baptists in Italy that there
were more than 45 Baptist churches in the
country, nearly all led by Italian pastors. The
impact of the free distribution of the Bible
and gospel literature cannot be overstated.
In the opening pages of G. Braxton Taylor's
1929 book, Southern Baptists in Sunny
Italy, recording his father's work, he
includes the following quote from General
Garibaldi: “The Bible is the Cannon that
shall free Italy."

But 1922 marked a dark turn in Italian
religious liberty with the rise of fascist
dictator Benito Mussolini. His alliance
with the Pope led to the suppression

of non-Catholic confessions. However,
the decline of Baptists in Italy must be
attributed to two major factors. First,
between 1880 and 1920, more than 5
million Italians emigrated to the Americas,
including many Italian Baptists. Second,
the rise of modernism denied the authority
of Scripture. By World War Il, the Italian
Baptist Union had largely embraced liberal
theology. Today, the Baptist Union openly
supports the LGBTQ+ movement and
denies a literal interpretation of the Bible.

This history teaches two powerful lessons:

1. Bible preaching is generally well
received in Italy. Many ltalians have
never truly heard the Bible preached
before. The power of the Bible is
evident in the amazing response when
people hear it preached for the first
time.

2. Every generation must reach its own
generation.

... we realized that
the Lord had clearly
prepared the soil in
this rural Tuscan city
for at least 20 years
before our arrival.

It is regrettable to see the direction the
Baptist Union took in Italy regarding the
authority of the Scriptures. Our confidence
remains that the Gospel is the power of
God unto salvation (Rom. 1:16).
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Following World War Il, Baptist
missionaries came to ltaly, but interestingly,
they did not plant Baptist churches.
Because the Brethren Church resisted

the theological decay of modernism,

many Baptist missionaries from the 1950s
through the 1970s chose to assist Brethren
churches instead of establishing Baptist
works. Their contribution was significant,
but Baptist church planting remained
mostly dormant. A few Baptist church
planters arrived in the 1980s and 1990s,
but progress was slow.

When my family and | arrived in Grosseto,
Italy, in late 2006, we realized that the
Lord had clearly prepared the soil in this
rural Tuscan city for at least 20 years
before our arrival. We were astonished at
the fruit we witnessed as the Lord rapidly
built a church in a country characterized as
a "difficult field.” We believe the difficulty
Baptist missionaries have faced in Italy was
largely due to the lack of Baptist church
planters. At that time, we only knew a
handful of other Baptist missionaries. This
small group of missionaries was faithfully
seeking to reach 60 million people with

no Baptist Bible institutes or camps. To put
that in perspective, Italy is approximately
the size of Georgia and Florida combined,
but with nearly twice their population. Can
you imagine doubling the population of
these two states while leaving fewer than
10 Fundamental Baptist churches? Praying
desperately that the Lord of the harvest

Continued on page 3
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Aaron

Simonsen
Kenya

S ome of you may remember that last

f
|

year | took a ministry trip with a

sister church to the Kakuma refugee
camp in northwestern Kenya. While there,
I led a man named Dominik to Christ. He
has been faithful to the services of the
church there in that town. On March 19th, | traveled to Kakuma
(an 18-hour bus ride) to witness his baptism and present him with a
Bible in his own tribal language, Kiturkana. Also, while | was there,
| was able to join the church’s soulwinning program. Through a
translator, | was able to lead a Turkana man, Ekeno Samal, to Jesus!
| praise the Lord that the Gospel transcends all languages and
cultures, effectively reaching even the remotest regions of Kenya!

Santhosh
and Sophie

George
India

11 ow to Live in the Face
of Ridicule" from the
book of 1 Peter was

this year's 19th annual youth

camp theme. Thank you so much for praying with us about this
year's camp, as each camp has its challenges. The venue where
we have held camp for the past two years has raised its rates. The
young man who has been playing the keyboard for our camp for
the past two years wasn't able to attend because of the children’s
ministries at his own church. Nevertheless, God used each session
for His glory to meet the many challenges of youth mental health
and depression, the effects of social media, and addiction. This
year, there were 97 campers and 22 counselors; altogether, 130
of us will cherish the memories of this youth camp. Our 2026
teams were mountain climbers reaching up to the peaks of Mt.
Everest and Mt. K2. Each mountaineer, with great enthusiasm
and momentum, reached each cliff edge through various team
competitions. In the end, Blue K2 overpowered Green Everest to
seize the coveted title of Youth Camp 2026 Champions. Praise
the Lord for the 10 salvation decisions, 25 baptisms, 3 dedicated
to full-time ministry, and many rededication decisions made by
campers and staff. We request your prayers as we begin the
follow-up process with these young people. All the campers are
asking us to attend their baptisms. Please pray for the newly
saved campers as they grow in the Lord.

On Good Friday, prior to Easter, we presented a film on our church
property depicting Christ's crucifixion. Although 60 church members
filed in and took their seats on the church property, that number
doubled due to the bystanders who stood at the gate to watch,

and those who looked over the wall to view the film across the
street. After the film, the Gospel was given, and several witnessing
opportunities were made because of the film showing, as we invited
the bystanders for a time of fellowship after the viewing.

Josep
and Sara

Segurado
Spain

e are currently
averaging
about 10

people in our discipleship class. Not all of them are newly
saved (and some have yet to trust Christ), but this provides a
valuable opportunity to speak directly about the Gospel. After
a couple of sessions, | realized that some who would benefit
most from the class were unable to attend due to family
circumstances, so | decided to go to them. One such case is
Daniel and Nairobis, a new couple from Chile. They are eager
to grow and make godly decisions.

José and Lucia were in a similar situation. They left their
Pentecostal church in disappointment and had been attending
our church sporadically. | suggested holding the class in their
home (part of my motivation was the opportunity to speak
with Luis (José's brother) and Kimberly). Over the course of two
sessions, the Holy Spirit worked in their hearts to help them
understand that salvation is not based on baptism or personal
effort, but on trusting Christ alone for the forgiveness of sins.
First, Kimberly, and then Luis, trusted Christ as their Savior.
Praise the Lord!

Now, nearly the entire Apaza family attends our church. Please
pray for David, the youngest, who is still resisting.

Josh and Rachel Roberts
Wales

nJune 29, 2025, Audrey Dodd came to witness the
O baptism of her son's co-worker, Dylan. After the service,

Audrey expressed interest in coming to church, but
she could not attend at that time because she was caring for
her mother full-time. When Audrey's mother passed away in
September, Audrey asked me if | would take the funeral. | told
her | was happy to help out in whatever way | could, but as
part of the service, | would be preaching the Gospel. Thankfully,
Audrey and the " -
family were more
than happy for
me to take the
service and preach
the Gospel.

Audrey did
not get saved
at the funeral,

but just a few

weeks later, she

and her husband, Geraint, came to our Harvest Service (think
Thanksgiving Service). Audrey and Geraint both loved the
service and started coming regularly on Sundays. They were
excited to hear the Scriptures preached and explained. They
asked me to purchase Bibles for them, and they both started



reading. It was so evident that God was working in their
hearts and lives, but neither Audrey nor Geraint had professed
personal faith in Christ yet...

On January 18, 2026, my son William preached a gospel
message from John 4. Audrey and Geraint were in atten-
dance. The next morning, | woke up to a message Audrey
had sent me around 3 a.m. She had messaged, "I think | just
realized what it means to be a Christian. I've always been
kind, loving, and giving, thinking that was enough. How
wrong was 1?" Later that day, | stopped by Audrey's and
Geraint's house. What a blessing to hear them confidently
affirm that they had repented of their sins and were trusting
in the finished work of Christ for salvation. Geraint said it
was like “he had a new lease on life.” | felt prompted by the
Spirit to mention their need to identify with Christ through
baptism. What a joy for both to basically respond, "If that's
what Christ commands, we want to obey.” Praise God, Au-
drey and Geraint were baptized on March 29, and they are
actively involved in the life of the church.

Alexander
and
Sophia
Tingbani
Ghana

arch began with an outreach program in Zambo-
MKokori, in partnership with our friends at The Rest

Baptist Church in Bagri, Ghana. The Lord blessed,
and they planted a new church in that community on the
first Sunday of March. Alexander preached on the Saturday
of the outreach, and we held outreach programs in the town
of Nadowli, where our church plant is, on three consecutive
Fridays (March 13, 20, and 27). The Lord blessed again, and
several responded to the Gospel. Pray for these to follow
through in obedience and discipleship. Many are still afraid to
come out of the Catholic and charismatic churches they are
involved in to join our church.

Buddy and Loren
Fitzgerald

Peru

he sun shone brightly on the rocky mountainside
around us during the five days we spent at the camp

near Lima, Peru, this past January. The clear skies and
dry air highlighted the stark geographical difference from
our usual jungle environment. God blessed us with another
wonderful missionary kids' camp. This year, over 55 people
were in attendance, making it our second-largest camp yet!
More importantly, several young people came to know the
Lord, and many surrendered to full-time Christian service.
Please pray that God will give them the grace to serve Him
faithfully and follow His leading.

Loren's youth pastor, Eric Peterman, from Hillsdale Baptist
Church, came with his son to serve and was a true blessing.
Noah Fischer also joined us. He arrived for an internship

in early January and, Lord willing, will be heading back to
Tampa in a few weeks. We have greatly enjoyed having
him here and are praying for God's clear direction in his
life. We were also blessed by a visit from our BWM field
administrator, Mike Martin.

Give Italy a Chance

Continued from page 1

would send forth laborers into the harvest field of Italy became
an integral part of our mission (Matt. 9:38).

Over the last 15 years, we have seen the Lord answer prayers.
Today, there are around 15 Baptist church planters in Italy. In
the summer of 2025, our co-workers, Paul and Kelly Childers,
organized two weeks of the only Baptist camp in the country.
Missionary Brandon Cook has begun a layman'’s school of the
Bible, which we hope will develop into a Baptist Bible institute.
Missionary Amanda Baker and six other missionaries, including
our church in Grosseto, are deeply invested in this project.
BWM missionary Joey Tacon in Pisa is working to translate and
print solid study resources for our Italian laymen and preachers.
Former atheist Giuliano Falossi is a deacon at the Grosseto
church and a regular guest preacher at many Baptist churches
throughout Italy. Fausto D'Amelio became the first national
Italian Baptist church planter, ordained and sent out to plant a
Baptist church in Foggia, Italy. The Grosseto church hosts several
American college interns and mission trips each year to recruit
future missionaries for Italy. Even now, at least four missionary
families are on deputation, preparing to come.

Though still in the pioneer stage, ministry in Italy is beginning to
take shape. We need more missionaries to plant more churches.
Our prayer is that this will lead to qualified, called, and trained
Italian men and women to propagate the church-planting effort
in their own country.

What would happen if we could double the number of
missionaries in Italy? What if we had a Baptist church in each of
the 20 regions? Or one church in each of Italy's 107 provinces?
My plea is to give Italy a chance.

| encourage you, as you pray the Lord of the harvest to send
forth laborers, to come visit and consider whether God might
want YOU to be a Baptist church planter in Italy.

Give ltaly a chance.



to the Baptist World Mission family. What a unique

blessing to see BWM MKs burdened with the desire
to return to their country of service! Josiah Hill grew up in
Ireland, came to know Christ at a young age, and served
alongside his parents in ministry. Caroline was reared in a
pastor's home and ministered with her parents in Florida.
She placed her faith in Christ while attending Bible college. Josiah and Caroline were
married and continued preparing to serve the Lord in Ireland. This sweet, energetic
couple is sent out of Emmanuel Baptist Church in Kings Mountain, North Carolina. If
you would like to schedule a meeting with the Hills, please feel free to contact them at
jhill@baptistworldmission.org.

'Please join us in welcoming Josiah and Caroline Hill

World family as missionaries to Nepal. Prakash was

born in Central Nepal in a Hindu home. When his
mother came to know Christ, she often tried to share
the Gospel with him, but it wasn't until he moved to
England for college that God took hold of his heart, and
he surrendered to Christ. When Prakash returned to
Nepal, he shared his newfound faith with his high-school
sweetheart, Shalu. She placed her faith and trust in Christ
as well. We feel blessed to have the privilege to serve this faithful couple in Nepal. If
you would like to schedule a meeting with the Rawats, please contact them at prawat@
baptistworldmission.org.

e extend a big welcome to Daniel and
WBethany Sanders, one of our three new

missionary couples. Daniel was adopted
by American missionaries who operated a children's
home in Costa Rica; he came to Christ as a young
teen. Bethany came to know Christ at a young age
and, as a single lady, she felt the Lord's leading to
work with missionaries in Costa Rica at the same
children's home where Daniel's parents ministered.
Together they sense the Lord's leading to return to Costa Rica to plant churches. If you
would like to schedule a meeting with the Sanders, you may contact them at dsanders@
baptistworldmission.org.

'Prakash and Shalu Rawat have joined the Baptist

E! Baptist World
Mission

Schedule an
administrator or
director at your
church!

BWM administrators and
directors offer a wonderful
blend of passionate
preaching and current field
experiences. Please contact
BWM if you would like to
schedule any of these men
for your next conference.

Call 256.353.2221

ITINERARIES

To view their latest
itineraries, please visit
https://www
.baptistworldmission.org
take-action/upcoming
events/

FOLLOW BWM
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